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Dear Editor,
I read with interest the article by Jancuska, Spivak, 

and Bendo in which they give a comprehensive and 
excellent review of the transitional anomalies of the 
human spine.1 In Figure 4 of their article, they give an 
example of “a case of L6 vertebra with type IIa transi-
tion” and state that the images show 25 presacral mobile 
vertebrae (Figure  1). A closer inspection reveals that 

counting the vertebral levels caudally from C2 reveals 
that this case has 24 presacral vertebrae and probably 5 
lumbar vertebrae (Figure 2). I believe that the authors 
probably included this image by mistake.

The case example shown here could belong to a 
normal spinal skeleton with 7 cervical, 12 thoracic, 
and 5 lumbar vertebrae if only the sagittal magnetic 
resonance imaging slices are considered. Coronal 
radiographs of the entire spine or computed tomogra-
phy images are needed to determine the actual number 
of lumbar vertebrae or to determine whether this is a 
case with transitional abnormalities. Being aware of 
the great importance of this article in the literature, I 
suggest that the authors correct this information, which 
I believe resulted from an error.

Figure 1.  The image is from Figure 4 of the original article by Jancuska et 
al.1 The authors give an example of a case with 25 presacral vertebrae from 
Paik et al’s article,2 which shows a case with 6 lumbar vertebrae after cross-
referencing showing the T12-L1 level. It can be clearly seen that the case has 5 
presacral lumbar vertebrae and a total of 24 presacral vertebrae.

Figure 2.  Counting the vertebral levels caudally from C2 reveals this patient 
to have 24 presacral vertebrae and probably 5 lumbar vertebrae.
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